Former NFL QB Fuller can’t forget playoff losses at Spartanburg
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Steve Fuller led Spartanburg High School to two region titles in 1973-74. He later won an ACC regular-season championship at Clemson and a Super Bowl with the Chicago Bears. 
Football players always seem to recall games that they would like to have back. 
Even the players who own a Super Bowl ring. 
Steve Fuller falls into that category. 
The former Spartanburg and Clemson quarterback was a member of the Super Bowl XX champion Chicago Bears. 
However, Fuller admits that a pair of 4A playoff games seem to creep back into his mind from time to time. 
“The (T.L.) Hanna game is one of two or three that I wish I had back,” said Fuller, referring to the Vikings’ 21-6 quarterfinals loss during his senior season. 
The Vikings entered the game 11-0 and fresh off a Region II-4A championship. 
Fuller says the Yellow Jackets were able to stop Spartanburg’s running game by picking up on his offensive line’s signals, but he doesn’t use that as an excuse. 
“With the players we had, if we were playing a normal Spartan High football game, we could have given them the play beforehand and it wouldn’t have mattered.” 
Fuller added that the previous year Spartanburg lost, 20-17, against Spring Valley in the 4A state finals. 
The Vikings finished the season 12-1 and won the Region III-4A title. 
“We dressed about 100 players, which was a lot of kids, and were about two- or three-deep (at each position),” he said. “We ran a pretty consistent offense that a lot of teams couldn’t cope with. But all that was for naught because we didn’t win the state championship.” 
Fuller went on to have a successful career at Clemson from 1975-78. 
During that span, he led the Tigers to the 1978 ACC championship and a 17-15 victory against Ohio State in the Gator Bowl the same year. 
Fuller was added to Clemson’s Ring of Honor in 1994. His No. 11 jersey was also retired by Spartanburg High School in 1996. 
Fuller next became the Kansas City Chiefs’ No. 1 draft pick (23rd overall) in 1979. 
He would spend four seasons with the Chiefs, one with the Los Angeles Rams and three with the Bears. Fuller says winning the Super Bowl definitely weakened any bad feelings about not winning a state championship. 
“It certainly diminishes over time,” he said. “I had the good fortune to have played on a Super Bowl team, so that’s a tough comparison.” 
Fuller now lives in Hilton Head as a real estate developer. 
He says that he will always have good memories of his alma mater despite the playoff losses. 
“It’s a wonderful program. It always has been,” Fuller said. “You can proudly say that you are always an alumnus at Spartanburg High School.”
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